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Impact of Basic Sciences on Medicine. Iidited by B. Suariro
abnd M. Prywes, with 44 contributors.  Academic Press Toc.,
New York and London. 1966, viii -F 325 pp. 21 X7
el $14.95.

Tnternational symposia are now almost alway= formalized in
book form; the preseut volume coutains the proceedings of «
meeting held in Jernsalem on the oceiwion of the dedication of
the Hebrew University, Hadassah Medical School.  Most of the
speakers, whose group photograph graces the frontispiece, are
world-renowned figures i1 experimental medicine and basic
mredical xeiences. With ody a few exceptions, they have edited
arad polished their tectnres and converted them to readable ml
well-doenmented reviews of areas which leave the reader on the
very brink of a breathtaking scientific future. Tt ix the kind of
book that evokes speculation, provokes argiinient, and makes even
the most eritical reader glad that we tive in thix tine of exciting
biomedical discovery and development.

The 30 topics of the symposinm extend from arganic bio-
chemistry to snrgery, from virology to enzyme fine strictnre.
Ontsianding contribitions to be fonnd are F.. Lederer's review of
C-methylations, D, F. Green's up-to-date and searching diseis-
sion of membrane biochenistry, R. Tevibe's presentation of the
nodes of action of hormones, W. H. S¥tein’s report on ribonnelense,
aud Po Handler's view of the evolntion of the enzyie phospho-
ghicomtase,  These are but a few examples of tiinely subjecrs.
The whole sviuposin may well zerve as an educational tool for
those of 1s who strive to comprehend the undertying nnity of
biotogical processes but sre bewildered by the steady nnfolding
of the variety of details in medicat <cierce.
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Handbook of Fluorescence Spectra of Aromatic Molecules. By
Isapork B. BErLMAN, Academic Press Ince., New York. N. Y.

10606, viil 4 258 pp. 15 X 22,5 cur. $8.50.

Despite widespread application of scintillation detectors, the
actial phenomenon (i.e., fluorescence) which makes them uxefnl
i~ ouly ivcanmpletely nnderstood.  This <imall monograph is, ac-

Vol. o

cording to the anthor's Preface, “an experimmentadist’s approwxcelc
(o the nunderstanding of himinescence phiepomcens,” and ix the
first. general trentient to become available.

Ab intradinetory historical section (the corsisterd mizspelling
of “flnorescein” was distracting) and a very clear desceriptionc of
fdie phenomena involved precede description of the measnrements
abtaiped and their interpretation. The majoc part of the volne
s taken np by graphs representing absorption aidl flnorescoce
curves of 102 :aomatic componnds, iiehiding most of the com-
monly n=ed orgarde =eiptillators. AR of the measuremeras re-
ported were nrde i the anthor's laboratory.

With ench graph are given, in addition to the conditions of
measiremnenl solvent, cancentration  oxeitation wivelengthe
ete,), deta =nedy s fluorescence decwy (e, fliuorescence quaninm
vickd, paturat lifetime, Stokes los<, and average and center-of-
gravity wavelergths of the absorption :aid Hluorescence spectric

A reader seeking introdietion to certain phases of the resenrch
will find valuable n gronp of topical bibliographies, ench of which,
though pecessarily incomptete, furnishes nzeful teading references.
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Synthetic Methods of Organic Chemistry. Veolume 20. By
W, Tuenmemer. Verlag R, Karger A.-G., Basel. 1065,
xiv 4+ 74D pp. 150 X 2205 e Swiss Fro 246 ($60.04)

This is the final volnme of the fourth series of this nienental
work which has becounte a household word far organic cheunists.
Tt comtains a acimulative index to Vohimes 1620, and in the body
of the text, all reaction titles of ithese volumes. This rednces «
five-vohinie =earch {0 one n a single vohune.  Eqnally valnabte
ix a five-page snrvey of {rends iv synthetie methods during ihe
current year; many innovatians in the use of reagents, cataly=ts,
aned technigues which appeared iic the literatnre in 1965-1066 are
listed, and facilitate the reader’s orientation about the latest
alds 111 his =yvuthetic work.

Ax i preceding voliunes, print and make-up af the baok are
good, and its price is ahnost prohibitively high.
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